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GOD IS LOVE,.—1 Johniv. 8. 
HIS WORK IS PERFECT.—Deut. xxxii. 4. 
To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—These texts seem to harmonize. All Calvinists 
and Armirvians profess to believe in the endless misery 
of many of the human family. I ask them, howa God 
of love, whose work is perfect, ean consistently with 
his perfections, make any of mankind miserable as long 
The Calvinist will probably answer 
in the following manner. God is able to change the 
hearts of reprobate sinners, and make them holy and 
happy: but he is not willing to exert his almighty irre- 
cistable power and reconcile them to himself. ‘The Ar- 
minian will probably answer, that God is willing that 
all mankind should be holy and happy ; but he is not 
able to change their hearts, and makeythem willing to 
look to him and be saved, without destroying man’s 
If God should do #0, man would be a 


as he shall exist? 


free-ugency. 
mere machine. 
Now these different christians de not see how they 
roth deny the divine perfections. One his power, the 
ether his goodness. The Calvinist says God is able, but 
not williag. The Arminian says God is willing, but 
notable. They both together, deny the power and 
toodness of God, Yet they both together hold that 
‘;od is both able and willing to change every sinner’s 
‘cart, and make him eternally happy. Such contra- 
diction and inconsistency, appear among some of the 
nast Jearned and famous teachers of religion. 
When some attempt to mix these opinions together, 
that God is able and willing that all 


be saved, if they will save themselves: or 


{ley will plead, 
wievn should 
they wili seek, or repent, or believe, or do something, 
which God requires. The Arminian will ray, God has 
given men sufficient power to change his own heart, or 
at least to ask God to change it for him. He will say, 
God desires that sinners should turn and live; that he 
gives his spirit to strive with thera; that he calls them 
by his word and providence; but if the sinner will not, 
God will not inter- 


pose by his irresistable power and grace, to stop the sin- 


he shall be eternally miserable. 


ner; but leave him to choose for himself life or death. 
Those who choose life, repent of sin, and seek his face, 
God will graciously pardon and save, Hence according 
to the Arminian plan, a man’s salvation or damnation 
tarns upon the use or abuse of God’s grace. Thongh 
God willeth not the death of the sinner, but that he 
turn and live, yet God leaves him to the freedom of his 
own will, to go to heaven or fo hell. God has deter- 
mived to save those, who are faithful unto death, and 
no others. So that, it seems that the blessed God can- 
not save the sinner unless he will condescend to let 
God save him. Of course the blessed God is dependant 
en the free will of man, to people both heaven and hell. 
According to the Arminian system, God cannot bring a 
soul to heaven, unless the creature consent. And he 
cannot make a creature willing or freely consent, by 
his irresistable power. Hence God is not able to do 
his owa will. Or he has made creatures, which he can- 
not control, or govern. It is true, they may admit 
that God foreknew how creatures would act: he knew 
thai some, whom he is about to bring iato existence, 





will be miserable forever. It may be asked, why he 
made them? He knew that they would never be sav- 
ed. He knew they would be wicked and wretched as 
long as he himself exists. Yet he would exert his pow- 
er, and display his wiedom, and exercise his providence, 
in forming creatures with immorta) souls, to be left to 
destroy themselves, and endure end*es pain and an- 
guish. Now must we not conclude, according to the 
Arminian theory, that God is either notable, or willing 
to convert every sinner from sin to holiness? of course 
they deny either the power or goodness of God, or 


both. 
The Calvinist, will eay God is able and willing to 


have sinners saved, if they will save themselves or make 
themselves willing that God should save them. Yet 
they hold that mankind are born sinners, and God choos- 
es to leave the non-elect in that state. They are made 
unwilling by God, and he alone can change their wills, 
yet he will not do it. Yet they say God will have all 
men to be saved, and he will not have them to be sav- 
ed. They say God has two wills; a secret will that 
only a part should be saved, and a revealed will, that 
he will have all tobe saved. They admit, God is able 
to save sinners by hie irresistable power, and this power 
he does exert on all those who shall be saved. But he 
is not willing to exert his irresistable power upon all his 
rational offspring, whom be has brought into existence 
totally depraved. It seems, according to Calvinists, 
God has determined a great number of his creatures 
shall be born wicked, live wicked, die wicked, and 
continue wicked and miserable as long as their Maker 
Hence Calvinists evidently deny that God is 
good to all his creatures. They teach that God is able 
to change the hearts of sinners, in perfect consistency 
with their free-agency : yet will not doit. He choos- 
es they should be wicked and miserable to a never-end- 
He meant the devi] should have every 
one whom he had reprobated. He made them not for 
Christ to save, but for the devil to torment. God 
blinds their hearts, and commands them tosee. He 
heardens their hearts and commands them to repent.— 
He fills them with hatred, and commands them to love. 
He invites them to come, and inclines thei to stay.— 


exists. 


ing eternity. 


He warns them of wrath, and designs them for it. He! 


says he would have the sinners saved, yet has decreed 
he shoald be dawned, eternally damued. Now the sub- 
stance of all these absurdities is, God has power to save, 
but is not really willing. Hence, it appears Calvinists 
deny the goodness of God. According to the foregoing 
reasoning, Calvinists and Arminians are both wrong. 
Universalists hold that God will have all men to be sav- 
ed, and in the fulness of time, will save them all, They 
think that God would not be good, if he made one soul 
with a design that he should be wicked and endlessly 
miserable. They think he has not made a ¢reature, 
whom he cannot contro], whose heart and will he 
cannot govern.. And as God has devised a way, in 


which he can glorify all his perfections, through Jesus | 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—You will] greatly eblige an attentive reader of 
your paper, if you will request to know, (through the 
medium of the Magazine) whether the phrase, ‘ King- 
dom of God,’ ought not to be taken, very often, in a 
a Ogurative sense, such as representing the true happy 
state we live in, when performing our duty,—likewise, 
whether the severe judgment so often threatened ih the 
New Testament does not generally refer to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. I think if some of your able corres- 
pondents were to render a little reasoning on the above, 
it would have the good tendeney of impressing on the 
public mind the consistenty of the truth as it is in Je- 
sus, at least it will meet the sincere thanks of L. 





REMARKS, 

We insert the above at the request of our correspon- 
dent; but would here observe, that we understand the 
phrases queted by him as queries, to be used both ina 
literal, and figurative sense, as the subjects or occasion 
require to which they relate. —£d. 


ED 2. i. 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Dear Sir,—I transmit to you for publication a few 
facts in relation of Mr. John R. Crooker, who a few 
months since resided at Pittsfield, Mass. whose situation 
has been briefly noticed in some of our public journals. 
The substance of the statement which follows, was ver- 
bally given by his attending Physician. 

Mr. John R. Crocker, of Pittsfield, Mass. was last 
spring on a visit at his brother’s, at a place called Cli- 
ney-kill, between Chatham and Kinderhook, in the 
county of Columbia, state of N. Y. and while there, 
was converted to the faith of the people called Chris- 
tians, and returned to Pittsfield, apparently happy in 
the enjoyment of his faith. 

Soon after his return, he fell in company with the fa- 
mous Mr. Nettleton,* whose visits at the factory in 
that neighborhood, as I am credibly Informed were ev- 
ery morning at break ef day, without the knowledge or 
consent of the owner. This violent sectarian it seems 
made an effort to change the faith of the said Crocker, 
by insinuating that his faith was a dangerous error, and 
if persisted in, might, and probably would Jand him im 
eternal torments. 

The dreadful experiment succeeded! The glimmer- 
ing taper of his hope and joy was extinguished, and rea- 
son forsook her empire! ‘The wost obstinate and dis- 
tressing mania has ensued ; and bis hours are alternate- 
ly filled with oursiug the instrument of his miseries— 
with lamentations of despair, such as ‘there ts no mer- 





cy in heaven ;” and groans that denote the deep and 
bitter anguish of his soul! This unfortunate young 





man has been under the care of an able physician, and 
by his advice is carried to the hospital in the city of 


Christ, in saving his sinful creatures, they think the | New-York. Thus are his friends and relatives called 
scriptures ought to be so explaived, as to barmonize | to lament the unhappy fate of a truly promising youth, © 


with his perfections. Hence the wisdom, power and 
goodness of God, will be displayed in the final restora- 


tion of all things to holiucss and happiness. 
SEEK TRUTH. 
— 
* Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 





God dwelleth ia him, and he ia God.’ Sr. Joax. 


and society is deprived of one of its brightest ornaments; 
and that too by the blindness and arrogance of religious 
fanaticism! How long will reason continue to be 
trampled upon by the madness of suptrstition ? How 





* The same Mr, Nettleton who ‘subscribed himself 
Jesus Christ. 














98 


UNIVERSALIST PACAZINE Z 











long shall the craft of wicked and desiguing priests, be 
suffered to screen them from the severity of that cen- 
sure and disgrace which their conduct so justly deserves? 
Shall public approbation and applause be bestowed 
vpon such wild euthusiasts, at the expense of reason 
and happiness? Why did not Mr. N. make an effori 
to console this youth, if he were a minister of Christ, by 
assuring him that all fulness dwelt in him, who. hath 
made peace through the blood of his cross, to reconcile 
ali things to God ? 

Why did he not remind this candid and inquiring 
soul of the indissoluble cords of love, that bind a world 
engulfed in sin and woe, to a Saviour’s bleeding heart, 
and thus induce a confidence in that name, which is 
alone given for salvation? Why did he neglect to pro- 
claim to him that the gift of God is eternal life, and 
that Jehovah will have al] men to be saved, and come 
wnto the knowledge of the truth? Had he declared to 
him the truth as it ie in Christ, instead of distress and 
anguish, it would have blessed him with spiritual free- 
dom. Had he testified that ** God is love ;” unchange- 
able, impartial, and eternal, how sweetly would the cur- 
rent of life and peace flowed through every region of the 
mind ; and the gloom of dread and fear would have fled 
apace, and given place to the transports of inexpressi- 
ble joy, and the delightful employment of praise and 
thanksgiving! Then would the hearts of his friends 
have palpitated with gladness, and joy would have run 
throngh the secial and domestic circle. 
such exhilirating realities ; we are forced to exclaim i in} 





But instead of | 


your quotations, for the passages that you 1 have men- 
tioned, substantiate my position as much, if not more, 
than they do yours. in your Urst quotation azonion is 
not to be found, but it is aionon, In three of the oth- 
ers aionion is rendered edernal. 
translation might be varied preserving the true mean- 
ing of the original, 

You say, if { can prove from other passages and cor 
siderations that the misery of the wicked will be end- 


. : | 
Jess, that then you will acknowledge that the word 


aivnion signifies endless duration, when applied to the 
wicked. 
God? Why do you wish to be convinced that the 
punishment of the ungodly will be eternal, independent 
of this passage? The punishment of the unrighteous is 
not to be established in order to prove the extent of the 
meaning of aienion, This is a positive and direct de- 
claration of the word of God, and the conclusion fol- 


lows of course, from this and many other passages of 


scripture in connexion with it, that the punishment of 
those on the left band will inevitably he eternal [azon- 
ion.] Yours respectfully, 6. 
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Three Questions, for Believers in Endless Misery. 


1. Is God a Being infinitely wist, PowERFer., and 
BENEVOLENT? 
2. Did he create man with a pesion thut was strict- 


the language of the prophet—‘ as troops of robbers| ly in unison with these perfections? 


wait fora man, so the company of priests murder in 
the way by consent.” HUMANITAS., 


—ees 0 oe 
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TO J. W. 


Dear Sir,—Several attempts have been made to an- 
swer my question in this paper, and what is most sin- 
gular, they all differ from each other in the manner of 
reasoning ; but all willingly draw the same conclusion. 
One says that sin had a beginning and therefore it must 
baveanend. Another says that aionion punishment is 
eonfined te this life. A third, that the passage now in 
qvestion alluded particularly to the Jews, but all seem 
to agree from this passage of scripture, that the righte- 
ous will enjoy eternal (aienion) life, except you; and 
you frankly declare that you do not know “ how long 
aionion means in either case.” 

Because you cannot reconcile both clauses of the 
verse from which our question is taken, viz. Mat. xxv. 
46, you abandon the whole verse, and build your doc- 
trine upon insinuations and references, instead of using 
a firm, positive, direct, and unequivocal declaration of 
the scriptures—** These shall go away into everlasting 
(aionion) punishment, but the rig!.teous into life eter- 
Bal (aionion.”) No wonder that you say, that you do 
pot gather the evidence of endless happiness of the 
righteous, from the use or the application of the word 
taionien} because it is difficult to prove, and perfectly 
ebsurd tosay,that aionion means finife in one clause of 
the verse, and infini/e in the other. 

You say, that if the promises of God be fulfilled 
faionion| cannot mean endlees. In reply to this, sir, 
I say,’that the declarations of scripture are perfectly 
eonsistent with eternal punishment, and if I had time, 
1 could prove it; in so doing, I should make some 
use of the passage of scripture now in question, but as 
it proves nothing on your side, | suppose you would 
say that it proves nothing on mine. 

You appear to be some what astonished at my say- 
ing that the word aienion is not used iu an unlimited 
sense in the Testament. I mean to be understood, sir, 
to say, that the word aienion is generally used in an 
unlimited sense in the Testament, and now, sir, I think 
1 have a right to be astonished im tarp, at the errors ip 





3. How could the Deity create man with a posilive 
knowledge that he would be endlessly the loser by his 
existence, without violating one of these perfections? 

QUERIST. 


oo _—_— 
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SECOND REPLY TO R.C*** *, 


Dear Sir,—Had your last communication been writ- 
ten in a less verbose and diffuse style, it would have 
been much more acceptable and agreeable to the read- 
er. For I must confess, while perusing it, although 
** amazement” did not entirely seize upon my faculties, 
yet my patience was not a little exhausted, before ! ar- 
rived at the end. Your communication is long and 
tedious, and notwithstanding you had several Gts of 
‘amazement’ while writing it, from confession, yet, it 
still has a connection. 

You say my ideas are not new to you. It is not my 
expectation, sir, nor would my modesty permit it, to 
instruct a mind, which appears to be so deeply learned 
in the rules of logic, in the languages, ang@ in theology ; 
especially as ‘“*my manner of treating the question is 
puerile, quibbling, and a fragrant prevarication.”” 

You have much to say about the manner in which I 
stated, that no particular passage of scripture was spe- 
cified, upon whieh it was founded, &c. From the man- 
ner in which the original question was stated, any per- 
son that is acquainted with the scriptures, upon due 
reflection, might have known that it was founded upon 
the last verse of the 25th chapter of Mat. as the word 
aionion is used there precisely as stated in the ques- 
tion. But it matters not whether the question is se- 
lected from any one passage or from the whole, as the 
result will be the same. If | have ‘begged’ the question, 
I do take it for granted that the word aionion means as 
long in one clause as it does im the other of the verse, 
and it remains for you to show to the contrary. If the 
Rev. Mr. Ballou has satisfied your mind to a demon- 
stration, in his. sermon on this subject, | would refer you 


to some very just remarks in the Magazine of the 3d of 


Noy., and also in the one of the 10th, signed Senex. 
As the Rev. Gentleman does not veniure to answer 
those questions, there fairly stated, and ‘as you pip 
your faith on that sermon, you are requested to amswer 
those queries. 


. i 
In the remainder, the 


Why strike out this passage of the word of | 











a ey ene eines 


You say, that. I have proved that all man’ jn Ty will be be 
eternally punished. ‘Whis is a fragrant aud * onton mise 
onderstanding on your part, or it is au inference of 
)your own, it dors wot follow from my premises. T rie, 
I have said, that mankind being the perpetrators of sin 
| wil be punished; but it does not follow that all man- 
» kind will be eternally punished, vor have ] made use of 
that expression, ‘all bave sinned and come short of the 
| glory of God ;? but when we take into consideration the 
repentance which is speken of in the scriptures, and 
when there is reason to snppose that some 
repented, 


have 
it is fair to conclide that some will be 
saved. Now, sir, | presumne you umderstand my mean- 
ing. 

| As to your case of the physician and his patient, the 
analogy is incomplete; but were it not, it has a bearing 
upon the main question of universal doctrin ie, Which I 
am not prepared to discuss at present. | agree that 
there are many passages in scripture, in eunpport of the 
Universal doctrine absiracily, but they appear to me 
to be more easily reconciled with the doctrine of re- 
wards apd punishment, than with the doctrine of re- 
wards alone, 

It is true that afonion is sometimes rendered world, 
in eonnection with some other word, but it does not 
follow from this fact, that whenever it is translated 
eternal, that it means finite. You have not shown, 
that whenever it is translated everlasting or eternal in 
the scriptures, that it does of course, by virtue of its 
connection with other words, meen # limited time.— 
When aionion has a particular and direct reference t 
time, in its translation, it is rendered everlasting ond 
eternal, and from its iinmediate counection, and sen-e 
in which it is used, and from the manner in wich it is 
generally used in ihe Testament, it unquestion«! ly 
means an infinite duration. Is there one other passage 
in seripture, where the same werd cccurs twice in the 
same verse, and bas ench a diametrically opposite mean- 
ing aa it has in the verse now in question, according ta 
your doctrine? None but an enthusiastic Universaii-t, 
would pretend te such reasoning. You reason thus, 
aionion is sometimes rendered world in the Testament. 
This means a limited duration. 
| when applied to the wicked. 





Uherefore it is finite, 

You certamly must 
have been in one of your ‘amazements,’ when you drew 
this conclusion, 

You bave quoted Mr. Cumming, Dr. Morse, &c. 
to show that eternity is sometiaes used in a limited 
sense. They have used the word figuratively ; but 
does it follow from this that the inspired writer, has us- 
ed the word aionien, figuratively in one clause, and lit- 
erally in another, of the same verse? It is against rea- 
son and common sense, to think that this was the wri- 
ter’s design. ‘* These shall go away into everlasting [ai- 
onion] punishment, but the righteous into life eternal’ 
{aionion. | 

You say, that the Universalist doctrine does not rest 
upon the preceding passage. | would ask you, if uion- 
ion is not proved to have a finite mez..ing in the Gret 
clause of this verse, whether the Universalist doctrine 
does not fall to the ground ? 


I have not enlightened your mind upon the subject of 
the word aionion, according to your expression, How 
ean a star of the first magnitude, borrow light from one 
of the sixth? If your mind is still dark, and clouds of 
obstinacy are still hovering about, and you will not lis- 
ten to the voice of reason and revelation, how is it ex- 
pected that you will be convinced, though an angel 
from heaven should speak ? 

Your conclusion, after your long disputation is to this 
purport, that the word wionion might be, and probably. 
was used by the Greek writers, in a limited sense.— 
Your inference therefore is merely a probability. ‘The 
righteous then, will enjoy eternal! life, and the wicked 
it is ** probable”? will not be eternally punished, Read- 
er,are you willing to trust your salvation upon the doc 
trine of probabilities ? 





—_— 
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As to your observations concerning Prot, otwert, es 


are forciga from the subject. 


| a 
of belag acquainted with the Rev. Genileman, but | pe red with, and ir 
presuine that be is able, should he so incline, to answer) quict of faites is) 


any question which you, or the ‘Inquirer after trod? | religicn rendered the 1 


may state to him, on the subject of theology, perfeetly 
satisfactory to every unprejudiced ond canci’! mind 

Becanse that learned gentleman, does not see fit to an- 
swer every little foolish quibble of the Universalisis; be 
is probounced to he in an * inextricable dialemmea.’— 
The lion moves on jn Lis careerjondisturbed by any «t- 
tacks of inferior strength, but when he micets one of the 
sume mettle and power, * then comes the tug of war.”’ 


J am, sir, yours respectively, 6. 
Spo 
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Ohio, Sept. 7, 1821. 

Mr. Editor,—I beg leave to inform you of the con- 
duct of a Rev. Gentleman, and one of Calvin's follow- 
ers, who preached with us but a short time ago, m 
which he attempted to establish eternal damnation to 
the nou-elect, and the world’s people as he called them, 
and those that believed in Universal Salvation. Among 
the maty passages of scriptare which he qaoted—the 
following is one ‘as in Adam all die,’ &c. and 
then said the last quotation was enough to con- 
vince any candid mind that Universal Salvation was 
false, and eaid the plaster was not equal to the sore, 
and then brought his meeting to a close. A gentleman 
present, rose and requested that he would explain hia- 
self, by saying the plaster was nol equal to the sore, and 
asked if Cirist was not able to heal the breach; the 
Rev. Gentleman said, thet he thonght it improper to 
say any thing further on the subject, in public. In 
consequence of his being called on to explain himself, 
one of his followers said immediately afier, conversing 
ou the subject of Universal Salvation, that if he believ- 
in Universal Salvation, it would not be any bharim to 
kill, reb, or burn jiis bible, as all would be weil here 
after, &e. &c. | could inform you many other things, 
but I forbear. You will please to make such use of 
this as you think proper, for the good of religion. | 
am your friend in Christ. b. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIS? MAGAZINE. 


A NEW METHOD OF PROsELYTING, 


Mr. Editor,—A Presbyterian minister in Cherry Val- 
lev, N. Y. by the name of T'ruar, has introduced an 
entire new method of proselyting, which reflects more 
dishonor upon himself, than it brings profit to his cause : 
but it clearly shews that there is trouble in his mind, 
lest his members should decrease, and his darling 
scheme of Calvinistic partiality and absurdity should 
sink into the grave of merited contempt. 

The method is as follows: After exercising their 
minds in what is called the ANxrtots MEETINGS for a 
considerable time, he enjoins it npon the anxious ones 
to rise every morning one half an hour before eunrise, 
and spend the time before sun rise in praying for one 
another, and for their near neighbors, together with all 
the number that they call converis.* He then calls 
upon all who will promise to comply with this demand 
to rise. Those who do nol rise, he calls hypocrites, 
and tells them that they have no right to make any 
profession of religion, for they have none; and that 
they will all be damned. After this, he Jabors to im- 
press all that have risen with the belief that their eter- 
nal damnation will be inevitably sealed, if they do not 





* After this, they are enjoined to spend abont one 
hour, or more, in visiting from house to house, warning 
and exhorting all who have too much good sense to be 
rendered the dupes of clerical imposture, or to adopt 
the senscless catalogue of their superstitions. 
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Misa, prehensvons of the ! Character of God, 

Deity is an objeci of reverence aud awe,which 
among uations, and in aliages of the world, has 
roused the attention of mandasud: but incapable of 
elevating their ideas to the swxlimity of his per- 
fections, they bave too offén trought down his 
perfections to a level with their own ideas ; and 
perhaps most, if net ald theological error, has 
originated from wreng conceptions of the moral 
character of God. ‘This retoark is more parti- 
cularly true in regard to those nations, whose 
religion had no other foundaiion, than the nai- 
ural feelings, and irregular passions of the hu- 
man heart; and who had never been blessed 
with Jight from heaven to convince the mind, er 
enlighten the understanding. Still, however, 
the mists of error and superstition, which pre- 
vailed in former times, do not appear to be 
wholly dissipated. And it is indeed to be la- 
mented, that at the present day, when light 
and knowledge are so generally disseminated, 
when the *Sun of righteousness has arisen,’ 
traveiling in his strength and shining with un- 
clouded lustre, that the diseased and perverted 
minds of many, should still think so unworthily 
of their Maker ; that within the borders of the 
christian worid, there should still be found those, 
who entertam such gross misapprehensions of 
‘the infinitely wise and perfect Deity, ‘in whom 
we live and move and have our being; who, -* 


‘** Fills, who bounds, connects and equals all,” 


Yes, lamentable indeed it is, that the religion of 
Jesus Christ, which is so admirably calculated 
to promote peace and good will among men, 
which 1s * pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypocrisy,’ (the sole 
object and design of which evidently is to pro- 
mote the happiness by promoting the virtue of 
all mankind) should be perverted in such a man- 
ner, as to appear odious in the eyes of sound 
reason and common sense! In the sacred books, 
which reveal to us the will of God, we are 
taught that he isa spirit ; unchangeable, eternal, 
omnipresent, and absolutely perfect ; that we 
should fear him as a God of purity and justice, 
and adore and iove him, as the universal friend 
and Father of mankind. No where in scripture 
can we find that God is represented as cruel, 
partial, passionate, or unjust ; no where can we 
find that he has commanded us to hate our 
neighbor, because he may chance to entertain 
different opinions from ourselves; or that he 
has said to a few weak imperfect mortals, you 
have I chosen as my particular favorites; you 
may go forward with all the confidence of con- 
ceited infallibility, and impose upon others the 

creeds and formularies of human invention, in 

opposition both to buman reason and divine rev- 
elation; no where can we read in the sacred 

writings that in order to be saved, we must first 

be willing to be damned; or that God brings 

mankind into existence totally depraved, and 

entirely helpless, so. that they are incapable of 
thinking a good thought or performing a good 


sch they lery for not repenting. and obeying the gospel ' 


‘bat great errors of the uoderstanding may be 
sometimes consistent with uprightness of heart, 
we donot doubt; but the idea that the innum- 
erable pcsterity of Adam. deserve eternal pun- 
ishment for a single act of his, before any of 
them existed, is a doctrine, repagnent to that 
reason which Ged bas given us, and subversive 
of all possible conceptions of justice! In vain 
will you search the sacred pages for proofs to 
pport this doctrine ; and tn vain will it impose 
itself on any rational mind, which is not biassed 
by education ; blinded by interest, warped by 
prejudice, cr bewildered by theory! 
+ 

To Readers and Correspondents. 

Errata. The communication over the signature of 
‘G. R. R. twelve lines from the top, should be read 
“David Aad his rewards,’ &e. Also, the third line 
from the bottom, read ** L. 1. may imitate,” &e. 

‘* Humanitas? ” second communication in our next. 
—————————— 6 See 
SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 

_ The famous vessel, called Cleopatra’s Barge, former- 
ly the pleasure yacht of the late Mr. Crowningshield, 
has been sold to the King of the Sandwich Islands. 

CounTERFEIT Bitis.—A new emission of counter- 
feit $10 bills of the Mechanics’ Bank have just made 
their appearance in New-York. They are intended to 
imitate plate C. and are tolerably well executed. 

In the reign of Edward the Pirst, the price of a fair 
written bible was £37. The hire of a laborer was 
three half pence a day ; the purchase of a copy would, 
of course, have taken such a person the earnings of 
4,800 days, or 13 years and 55 days—and, excluding 
the Sunday, something more than 15 year and 3 months 
ef constant labor would have been required to compass 
the price. 

The Censors of Prussia have received directions from 
the Censor at Berlin, not to permit in’ any book in fu- 
ture, the words Protestant, or Protestantism, or Protes- 
tant Religion. ‘The will of the King is, that this Re- 
ligion should be called the Evangelical Religion.’ 

A lefter of a young officer of his Majesty’s ship Me- 
dina, at Smyrna, says,—* When I went on shore the 
other day, | saw two poor Greeks hanging over the 
beam of a door, who had been just slung up by the 
Turks, with a small cord made fast to the latch of the 
door. A few days back, we saw eight Greek bodies 
float by our ship, and sometimes they have killed 20 
Greeks in a night. The Greeks have takenja Turkish 
corvette and two brigs, and burnt a seventy-four, and 


six brigs, by sending fire ships among them.’ 
London paper. 


The other evening, (says the Philadelphia Gazette)on 
the breaking up of a tea-party, the guests on going te 
the entry for their bonnets, shawls, hats, &c. found the 
articles had gone off without them! 

Comet.—A new Comet is expected to appear in 
England about the end of this year, or beginning of 
next. The following notice in the English papers of the 
planets Jupiter and Saturn, is nearly applicable to their 
present appearance in this quarter of the globe: * Jupi- 
ter and Saturn, the most beautiful planets of our sys- 
tem, rise nearly due east at 7 o’clock in the evening. 
The colored belts of Jupiter, with his four little moons, 
and Juminous ring which surrounds the equatorial re- 
gions of Saturn, and presents one of. the finest telescope 
objects in the heavens, may now be seen at eight or 
nine o’clock with a very good night glass. The ap- 
proach of these planets till next December (inst.) will 
be very striking. They are at present little more than 
three degrees from each other by a quadrant, Saturna 
being to the sonth of Jnpiter. The beautlful planet 
Venus, which has passed her superior conjunction, is 
about 33 degrees to the south of the Sun, in the sign of 
Scorpio, and may be seen with the naked eye soon af- 
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{ action, and then plunges them into eteraal mis- 


ter siin set, a few degrees above the horizon, about W.. 
s, West, . 
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Lines on the Death of a Mother, written by her 


youngest Daughter, to an intimate Friend. 


Kind guardian of my youthful days, 
Say, whither has thy spirit fled ; 

To join yon seraphs blissful lays, 
Or to the mansions of the dead? 


Still is the nerve, and cold the heart, 
That once its constant numbers beat ; 

Ab! why were we thus doom’d to part? 
Say, shall we never, never meet? 


Methinks I hear thy cheering voice, 

Resound from heay’ns bright realms abeve ; 
** T now am happy, and rejoice 

In a kind Saviour’s bleeding love.” 


But here below I still remain, 

And must, till nature’s debt be paid ; 
Yet here aloud | may proclaim 

My Saviour, as my strength and aid. 


And shall we meet in realms above, 
Where kindred souls each other know? 
Then let me fly on wings of love, 
And leave this dreary world below. S. K. 


The following was written in return, for the 
above lines. 


Hush’d be the sigh, and check’d the tear, 
Tho’ nature’s claims-must be obey’d : 

And tho’ that voice no more cam cheer, 
Nor lend its lov’d, its willing aid. 


The hand that did its being give, 
Has call’d it to the skies ; 

Yet in his purpose it shall live, 
Tho’ veil’d from mortal eyes. 


Then why repine, and grieve my friend ; 
Why mourn the spirit fled? 

On wings of love it did asscend 
To him, our living head. 


*Tis true, that in this dreary waste, 
This wilderness of tears ; 

The heart laments its pleasures past, 
It dreads increase of years. 


For in the grave all sorrows cease, 
No care the heart shall know ; 

Affliction’s child is sure at peace, 
Its tears have ceas*d to flow. 


The heart its darling friende shall know, 
Its kindred spirit greet ; 

And there our gratitude shall flow, 
In accents soft and sweet ! 


Then hush the sigh and check the tear, 
No more at fate repine ; 
For thou shalt meet the friend so dear, 
And with her ever shine. R. B, 
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WHIMSICAL INTERRUPTION. 


When Dr. Beadon was Rector of Eltham, in Kent, 
the text be one day undertook to preach from was, 
* Who art thou?’ After reading the text, he made, as 
was his custom, a pause, for the congregation to reflect 
upon the words; when a gentleman, ina military dress, 
who at that instant was marching very sedately up the 








middle aisle of the church, supposing it a question ad- 
dressed to him, to the surprise of all present, * I am, sir, 
an officer of the sixteenth regiment of foot, ona recruit- 
ing party here; and, having brought my wife and fami- 
ly with me, | wish to be acquainted with the neighbor- 
ing clergy and gentry.’ This so deranged the divine, 
and astonished the congregation, that, though they at- 


proceeded in without considerable difficulty. 


From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 





Dear Sir,—On reading Genesis viii. my fancy dic- 
tated the following Jines. If you think them worth 
publishing they are at yourservice. If not, should you 
suppress them, you will not offend the writer, who is 
perfectly sensible they will not abide the test of crit- 
icism. : 

THE DOVE, 
Sweet bird, while I thy history trace 
Back to the ark, thy resting place, 
These thoughts crowd in my breast ; 
I fancy thou dos’t tipify 
The soul, which far from Christ doth fy 
To law, for life and rest. 


With beauteous tints of purple blue, 

And lively green, of rainbow hue, 
And wide expanded wing ; 

Methinks I see thee soar on high, 

From the blest ark with pinions fly, 
Then o’er the waters skim. 


Wearied, at length,—beating the air, 

Thy trembling pinions scarce can bear 
Above the flood, thy breast ; 

Beneath thee is no bubbling brook, 

But one vast deep, on which thy foot 
Can find no certain rest. 


Where now the ark ?—thy pinions fail! 
Poor bird, thy sore mishap bewail, 
Pangs seize thy throbbing breast ;— 
‘Transversely, Dove, direct thy flight, 
Lo! yonder floats the ark in sight, 
A sure and certain rest. 


Fresh hope impels thy weary wings ; 

Each oblique sweep thee nearer brings 
Toward the heavenly ark ; 

Nearer, more near, thy sorrows cease, 

The ark is gain’d,—there rest in peace; 
Foreboding fears depart. 


Again sent forth, through air to launch, 

Thou light’st upon the olive branch, 
Type of the gospel peace ; 

And bear’st it back to thy own kind, 

Long by the mighty flood confin’d, 
Sure tidings of release. 


Thy third excursion typifies 
Our death—and passport to the skies, 
An ever blees’d release. 
1 see thee mount the concave sky, 
Through plangtery orbits fly, 
And warble notes of peace, 


Like thee, my soul, from Christ, the Ark, 
Has dar’d to wander and depart 
O’er floods of unbelief ; 
Till weary, sorrowing, and distrest, 
Back it’s return’d to Christ the rest, 
Sure rest from sin and grief, 


In Crrist, the ark’s great antitype, 
I dwell in clear etherial light, 
In pure baptismal fice ; 
By faith mount on the flame of Love, 
O’er Heaven's bigh canopy above, 
To the creations’s Sine ! 





tempted to listen with decorum, the discourse was not, 


The Gospel Branch now would wy soul 
Bear to all men; yea, to the whole, 
Confin’d by meeus of sin; 
Till death shal! last of all baptize 
My spirit, and I realize 
My faith in Heaven's King. 


Stamford, Con. 


&. R. SIBLEY. 
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A QUESTION, 


Mr. Editor,—If you think the following question 
worthy of notice, please to insert it. 

In the season of gardening, last spring, I appropriat- 
ed a little spot of ground to the use of my little boy, 
seven years old. He formed a bed of it, and sowed 
therein a variety of seeds. Sometime during the sum. 
mer, az we were in the garden together, he brought a 
butterfly, and, coming to me with it, addressed me as 
follows :— 

‘© Pa, [ have read in one of my little books how that 
worms become butterflies; and now you know, Pa, 
that the worms injured my plants a good deal ;*but as 
they are all, | suppose, now turned into butterfes | 
cannot punish them for it unless [ do it to them in their 
present state ; and, as you have always told me 1 must 
be just, | wish to know whether it would be so to pun- 
ish the butterflies for what the worms did ?” 

N. B. As some of the worms probably died in the 
very act of doing mischief, it is wished the answer, i! 
any should be given, would comprehend their case. — 
| Note also, that | acknowledge myself to have been not 
a little perplexed with the above question. Having 
formerly believed in a future state of punishment, | per- 
ceived that if | told my boy it would be unjust to pun- 
ish bis butterflies, it would go against my system; and 
I could not make up my mind to say that the harmless 
butterflies ought to suffer, for what they Lad done in a 


chieveous nature, since that nature was done away. 
ASOP. 
—[—— 
THALES, 
@NK OF THE WISE MEN OF GREECE. 

A Sophist wishing to puzzle him with diMeult ques- 
tions, the sage of Miletus replied to them all, without 
the least hesitation, and with the utmost precision. 

What is the oldest of all things? God, because ie 
has always existed. 

What is the most beautiful? The world because it 
is the work of God. 

What is the greatest of all things? Space, because 
it contains al] that has been created. 

What is the most constant of all things? Hope, it 
remains with man when he has lost every thing else. 

What is the best of allthings? Virtue, because with- 
out it there is nothing good. 
| Whatis the quickest of all things? Thought, be- 
cause in less than a moment it can fly to the end of the 
universe, 

What is the strongest? Necessity, which makes 
men face all the dangers of life. 

What is the easiest? To give advioe. 

What is most difficult? To know yourself, 

What is the wisest? Time, for it discovers all things, 

FO CORRESPONDENTS, Ke. 

The communication of ‘FACTS, ann not worps,’ 
is received, and will be published in our next. 

¢‘F. on the word AIONION, is received, 
SS ss ces ~ + 

MARRIED, 

In this town, in St. Paul’s church, by the Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis, Henry Codman, Esq. to Mise Catherine Willard 
Amory, daughter of John Amory, Eeq. ‘ 

By the Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr, Samuel Harris to Miss 
Sarah Tower. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Capt. Jaceb Burges fo Miss 
Almira Leeds, 
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stage of their existence when they porsessed a mis- * 
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